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       Hi, Laura! 
Dept. of Focused Inquiry 
http://www.provost.vcu.edu/ 
 
VCU Core Curriculum: 
 
Writing Proficiency 
 
Critical Thinking 
 
Information Fluency 
 
Oral Communication 
 
Ethical and Civic Responsibility 
 
Quantitative Literacy 
UNIV 200: Inquiry 
and the Craft of 
Argument 
UNIV 111/112: 
Focused Inquiry 
VCU University College 
 
 
UNIV 200: 201 sessions taught in 2013-2014 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pasukaru76/5585758971/ 
 
 
We needed to programmatically assess learning 
outcomes. 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lissalou66/3230227830/ 
 
We needed to provide learning opportunities. 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/76074333@N00/318034222/ 
 
Solution: use rubrics to assess authentic 
learning products 
 
 
The ‘authentic learning product’ 
 
 
 
 
 
- worksheet  
- students turn research question into a  
    search strategy 
- search for and record relevant sources 
 
 
 
 
Data collection 
 
 
 
 
 
- scan worksheets in 2013-2014 
- select stratified random sample 
- N = 258 
 
 
 
 
The rubric: six criteria 
 
 
 
 
 
- state research question 
- identify key concepts 
- related terms 
- connecting terms (AND and OR)** 
- truncation** 
- finding relevant sources 
 
 
 
 
Analysis 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/teegardin/5547069087/ 
 
Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
- two reviewers 
- each reviewer scores all criteria 
- interrater reliability varied by criteria from  
     fair to substantial 
 
 
 
 
developing and 
connecting search 
terms 
 
 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/krissen/6340984211/ 
 
3 pt max 
developing (M = 1.99) 
connecting (M = 2.45)  
 
 
 
 
truncation 
 
 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/krissen/6340984211/ 
 
3 pt max 
M = 1.24 
 
 
 
 
finding relevant 
sources 
 
 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/krissen/6340984211/ 
 
3 pt max 
M = 2.02 
 
 
 
 
improvement between fall and spring semesters 
 
 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/61423903@N06/7382239368/ 
 
Overall Performance Mean Score (Max Score = 17) 
Fall 2013 11.45 
Spring 2014 12.16 
p < .05, d = .33 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/61423903@N06/7382239368/ 
 
Finding Relevant Sources Score (Max Score = 3) 
Fall 2013 1.77 
Spring 2014 2.13 
p < .05, d = .31 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/61423903@N06/7382239368/ 
 
Difference in 50 vs. 75 minute sessions 
50 minute M = 11.67 
75 minute M = 12.33 
p < .05, d = .31 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/61423903@N06/7382239368/ 
 
[image of a reflection] 
 
 
 
 
reflection 
 
 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/106737143@N07/11889724423/ 
 
programmatic 
changes 
 
 
 
 
Megan Oakleaf, (2009) "The information literacy instruction assessment cycle: A guide 
for increasing student learning and improving librarian instructional skills", Journal of 
Documentation, Vol. 65 Iss: 4, pp.539 - 560 
Ch-ch-ch-changes! 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/31246066@N04/6297684356/ 
 
sharing 
 
 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kalexanderson/5434349412/ 
 
Easy application in other situations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easy application in other situations: 
 
 
 
 
 
- Define learning outcomes 
 
 
 
 
Easy application in other situations: 
 
 
 
 
 
- Define learning outcomes 
- Create authentic learning exercise 
 
 
 
 
 
Easy application in other situations: 
 
 
 
 
 
- Define learning outcomes 
- Create authentic learning exercise 
- Develop rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
Easy application in other situations: 
 
 
 
 
 
- Define learning outcomes 
- Create authentic learning exercise 
- Develop rubric 
- Assess 
 
 
 
 
 
Easy application in other situations: 
 
 
 
 
 
- Define learning outcomes 
- Create authentic learning exercise 
- Develop rubric 
- Assess 
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Easy application in other situations: 
 
 
 
 
 
- Define learning outcomes 
- Create authentic learning exercise 
- Develop rubric 
- Assess 
- Learn and change 
- Repeat 
 
 
 
 
questions? 
 
 
 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jonseidman1988/6629310209/ 
 
Laura Gariepy - lwgariepy@vcu.edu 
 
Jenny Stout - jastout@vcu.edu 
 
